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Mr. Gladstone's Irish Land Bill) to abandon politics;
he applied to the Prime Minister for an earldom.
He intended, he said, to retire to his estates and to
devote the rest of his mortal life to writing a history
of Ireland. Mr. Gladstone replied that, much as he
would regret to lose Lord Dufferin as a colleague, yet
he felt sure that c the application of your time and
powers in the manner to which you incline . . .
will be beneficial to literature and to history'. Lord
Dufferin obtained his earldom; but he did not retire
from politics. He remained in his office as Chancellor
of the Duchy, and instead of embarking immediately
upon his History of Ireland he allowed his name to
be put forward for the post of Viceroy which, in
February 1872, had fallen vacant owing to the
assassination of Lord Mayo. India was given to
Lord Northbrook ; a month later Lord Dufferin was
offered, and accepted, the post of Governor-General
of Canada.

(6)

My own memories of him were so coloured by the
gold and crimson of his Viceregal days that I had not,
until I examined again the actual chronology of his
life, realised the period of comparative disillusion and
ill-success through which he passed between the age
of thirty and the age of forty-five. In particular the
decade from 1862 to 1872 must have been galling to
a man of his sensitive loyalty and ambition; nor can
he have relished Mr. Gladstone's strange theories
regarding the rights and duties of an Irish landlord,
or the false position in which he was placed as a
member of Mr. Gladstone's administration who was